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Message Text 


INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 MCT-01 /024 W 

1 18638 091446Z/50 

R0817I4Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0629 
INFO AMCONSUL BELFAST 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 


UNCLAS DUBLIN 01808 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, El 

SUBJECT: HALF MILLION POUND ROBBERY 


1 . A WELL ORGANIZED GANG OF 9 OR 10 MASKED ROBBERS HELD 
UP A SECURITY VAN IN A COUNTRY AREA IN WESTERN IRELAND 
YESTERDAY. REPORTS INDICATE THAT APPROXIMATELY HALF A 
MILLION POUNDS IN CASH WAS STOLEN. AS OE NOON TODAY THERE 
WAS NO TRACE OE THE ROBBERS DESPITE A MASSIVE HUNT. 

THE SOPHISTICATION AND FAULTLESS EXECUTION OF THIS 
OPERATION INDICATE STRONGLY THAT IT WAS A PROVISIONAL 
I.R.A. AFFAIR. THERE ARE ALSO REPORTS THAT THE ROBBERS 
HAD ARMALITE RIFLES WHICH IS ANOTHER INDICATION OF THE 
PROVISIONAL LR.A. SHANNON 
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